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ISTS terrorists have often lamented, “if only we had an air force to provide air cover when 
we are fighting in the field.” Yesterday they got their wish (again). 


The dubious US-led ‘Anti-ISIL Coalition’ continues to spiral out of control. As Iraqi 
soldiers closed in on ISIS terrorists on the ground, a US airstrike struck their column — 
killing approximately 20 Iraqi soldiers and injuring at least 30 more (see full report 
below). Addition casualty reports could rise over the coming days. 


According to Hakim al-Zamili, head of the Iraqi Parliament’s Security and Defense 
Committee, this latest incident is said to have occurred near Al-Naimiya in the Fallujah 
province, after the Iraqi troops freed “a strategically important area” from ISIS. 

What was the US reaction to this dangerous move? Washington’s answer: “We’re looking 
into it.” 


According to Russian Defense Ministry spokesman Igor Konashenkov: 


“If they were not involved in that airstrike, than why are the Pentagon’s representatives, 
as leaders of the anti-ISIS coalition, hushing up the presence of their allies’ aircraft in the 
Deir ez-Zor region on December 6? Isn’t it because the [anti-ISIS] coalition air force gets 
all the information on Islamic State targets in Syria from the Pentagon?” he asked. 


This is not the first time the US Air Force has targeted legal military forces fighting 
against ISIS and al Qaeda on the ground. Two weeks ago, the US did the same thing in 
Syria. RT International reports: 


Earlier, the Russian Defense Ministry said four Western coalition warplanes had 
been spotted over the Deir ez-Zor area in Syria on December 6, when a Syrian Army 
camp came under attack. An airstrike on a field camp of the 168th Brigade of the 
7th Division of the Syrian Army left four servicemen dead and 12 injured. It also 
destroyed three APCs and four vehicles bearing 12.7mm heavy machine guns. 


Since the US-led Anti-ISIS Coalition began 15 months ago, Washington claims to have 
been waging war against ISIS, but clearly that has not been the case — as the US-led effort 
has actually coincided with a massive increase in ISJS-held territory in both Iraq and 
Syria. One can only conclude here that the real US agenda was never to defeat ISIS and 
al Qaeda/al Nusra on the ground, but rather to facilitate their growth. The facts on the 
ground lead to this conclusion. It was only after Russia /egally entered the Syrian Conflict 
on the side of the Syrian government and its army — that ISIS and al Qaeda positions 
began to rapidly recede in Syria. The facts on the ground lead to that conclusion as well. 
It’s already confirmed — beyond any doubt — that US and NATO allies Saudi Arabia, 
Qatar and Turkey are arming and funding al Qaeda (al Nusra) in Syria — this with the full 
knowledge and endorsement of Washington DC. 


In addition, despite Washington’s denial of the facts, US lethal weapons and support are 
making it into the hands of ISIS and al Qaeda in Syria, and US ally Israel is also aiding 
terrorist fighters in Syria too. 


Sadly, statements by US officials continue to languish in an imaginary zone of suspended 
disbelief and outright deception regarding Syria, and terrorist militants on the ground 
who are benefiting from the so-called US-led ‘Coalition’... 


RT.com 


A least 20 Iraqi soldiers have been killed and 30 injured in an airstrike carried out 
by the US military, Hakim al-Zamili, head of the Iraqi Parliament’s Security and 
Defense Committee, told Sputnik news agency. 


“The 55th brigade [of the Iraqi Army] was hit by the US aviation. More than 20 soldiers 
were killed and over 30 servicemen were wounded as a result of the airstrike,” Zamili 
said. 

The incident occurred near the town of Al-Naimiya in the Fallujah province after the Iraqi 
troops had freed “a strategically important area” from the Islamic State (IS, formerly 
ISIS/ISIL) militants, he added. 

According to the official, who visited the site of the attack and personally talked to 
commanders and soldiers of the 55th brigade, the death toll may well rise, as many Iraqi 
soldiers were heavily injured. 


The Americans carry out airstrikes with 100% precision... How could have they mistaken 
by kilometers?” he wondered. 

Zamili said “it’s very dangerous” that the Iraqi forces are being hit by airstrikes and that 
the country “won’t allow it” to happen again. 


The MP called upon the Iraqi Prime Minister, Haider Al-Abadi, to carry out an immediate 
investigation into the airstrike. 


According to the official, Iraq is going to go to court over the incident as “this crime 
mustn’t go unpunished.” 

However, the Iraqi Army’s Command Centre in Baghdad, the capital, said the air the 
strike had caused fewer casualties and happened due to miscommunication and bad 
weather. 





“We [Iraqi Forces Command] had demanded aerial support from the international 
coalition air force. The airstrike was launched without an update on the advance of the 
Iraqi forces and the coalition forces were unable to distinguish between the fighters on 
the ground due to bad weather,” it said. 
According to the Iraqi military, one Iraqi army commander was killed and nine 
servicemen were injured in the airstrike. 


A Pentagon representative told RIA Novosti they are looking into the report. 


Earlier, the Russian Defense Ministry said four Western coalition warplanes had been 
spotted over the Deir ez-Zor area in Syria on December 6, when a Syrian Army camp 
came under attack. 


An airstrike on a field camp of the 168th Brigade of the 7th Division of the Syrian Army 
left four servicemen dead and 12 injured. It also destroyed three APCs and four vehicles 
bearing 12.7mm heavy machine guns. 


The information about two pairs of warplanes, members of the US-led international anti- 
ISIS coalition, which were operating in the Deir ez-Zor area on the day of the attack, was 
announced by Russian Defense Ministry spokesman Igor Konashenkovy. 


“If they were not involved in that airstrike, than why are the Pentagon’s representatives, 
as leaders of the anti-ISIS coalition, hushing up the presence of their allies’ aircraft in the 


Deir ez-Zor region on December 6? Isn’t it because the [anti-ISIS] coalition air force gets 
all the information on Islamic State targets in Syria from the Pentagon?” he asked. 

The US has been bombing IS positions in Iraq since August 2014. However, according 
to Iraq’s former PM Nouri al-Maliki, this campaign has been “unbelievably” ineffective 
in fighting the terror group. 


“It’s unbelievable and unacceptable that more than 60 nations comprising this coalition 
that have the most modern aircraft and weapons at their disposal have been conducting 
their campaign in Iraq for 14 months and IS still remains in the country,” he told RT’s 
Arabic-language sister-channel Rusiya Al-Yaum in November. 
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The Iraqi Army, the Counter Terrorism units, the Federal police, and Anbar tribes entered 
the city of Ramadi that was occupied by the self-proclaimed “Islamic State” group (ISIS) 
for several months. To their biggest surprise, only a few bodies of the terrorist group were 
found when intelligence gathering by the U.S led coalition and the Iraqi intelligence 
service confirmed the presence of around 2000 fighters in the city until days before the 
final assault. Six ISIS fighters were arrested while trying to flee Ramadi among the 442 


civilians who left the city one day before the final assault on the city center. 


The same phenomena of “ISIS evaporation” was registered in Sinjar when 7500 Kurds, 
supported by the U.S Air Force, occupied the key northern Iraqi city, finding a very small 
number of ISIS fighters in it. 


So where did all these ISIS fighters go to? 


A high-ranking source within the Iraqi government told me: 


“The US forces operating in Iraq within the military operation room in Baghdad are the 
ones who define the units and the time (day and hour) of attacks against ISIS. If we want 
to benefit from an Air Force to defeat the terrorist group, we should bow to the American 
command. It is not unlikely for a possible American — Turkish coordination to 
communicate with “ISIS” and give a free way out to fighters to withdraw in the direction 
of the Syrian — Iraqi borders. That’s the information our drones collected in the last few 
days prior the attack of Ramadi. 


Our signals and Human Intelligence informed the Americans and us about ISIS movement 
of troops. We were not allowed to engage against these and no one in the government can 
contradict the Americans for the moment. The U.S ordered Baghdad to keep al-Hashd al- 
Sha’bi (PMUs) away from the battlefield of Anbar perhaps to ensure a free passage to 
ISIS and to reduce the Iranian influence and credit of victories in Iraq”. 


“America has asked decision makers in Baghdad to change the heads of anti-terrorism, 
intelligence and security services of the army and Interior Ministry. Moreover, the 
Secretary General of the Council of Minister was also suggested by the Americans and 
in consequences he has been appointed to this position. The U.S wants a homogeneous 
team that is friendly to its policy and presence of these (US forces) on the ground in Iraq. 


The hostile Era — created by the former Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki that led to a 
withdrawal of the forces from Mesopotamia — is over and the policy adopted at the 
moment consists of reducing the influence of the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps 
(IRGC) and Maj. Gen. Qassem Soleimani over a few Iraqi armed groups. What is 
contributing to the success of such a policy is the fact that the Prime Minister Haider al- 
Abadi is in a bad terms with Soleimani. Since the start, PM Abadi believed that Soleimani 
was planning to remove him from power, supporting al-Maliki and promoting other 
choices to replace the actual Premier”, said the source. 


The source concluded: 


*TIran controls various military organisations fighting within the Popular Mobilisation 
Units that are strongly present in the battlefield in Iraq and in Syria. Such an 
influence persuaded al-Abadi to choose the path that leads to” Uncle Sam ” instead of 
choosing the one of Welayat-el- faqih. This is why Abadi rejected, following an explicit 
American demand, to reject any Russia military assistance in the air, in Iraq, unlike the 
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. The Iraqi Prime Minister is aware of the possibility 
that the U.S would like to see 3 Iraqi cantons, one for the Kurds, one for the Sunni and 
another one for the Shia. The Americans are also supporting the Turkish presence in Iraq, 
and met with the Director of the French Intelligence Service who said: The Middle East 
will never be the same as before. What is becoming clearer now that ISIS is a toy used 
by players for their agenda and plans to reshuffle the map of the Middle East”. 
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